Parish Community of

Saint Joseph
REV. RICHARD E. ST. LOUIS, JR., PASTOR
P.O. BOX 285, BELMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03220
(603) 267-8174 Fax (603) 267-1170
stjoebel@metrocast.net
Saint Joseph Parish Website Address: http://www.stjosephbelmont.org/
Mission Statement - Ours is a faith community which is welcoming, family oriented, and spiritually vital. We seek to provide each person with the opportunity to experience spiritual growth by developing a deeply personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and to serve the community by making present the person of Jesus and his Gospel message. We seek to attract others
to enter into our parish family by rejoicing in the resurrection and living what we profess to believe.

Anointing of the Sick: Arrangements can be made to
celebrate this Sacrament at any time by contacting the
Parish Office.

Eucharistic Liturgy Schedule:
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Weekdays: Tuesday & Thursday at 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday at 6 pm
Holy Days: 6:00 p.m.

Ministry to Homebound and Hospitalized: Kindly
notify the Parish Office when anyone cannot attend
Mass so we can visit or bring Holy Eucharist.

Baptisms: The Sacrament of Baptism is typically celebrated at
Sunday Liturgy. Parents attend a Baptismal catechesis session
prior to scheduling. Contact the Parish Office for details.
Marriages: Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
prior to scheduling any date. Diocesan policies require at least
six months preparation time before Marriage is celebrated.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

New parishioners:
We welcome you to Saint Joseph Parish!
Registration forms are available at the Church entrance
or at the Parish Office, which is located at 6 High
Street in Belmont. Please register as soon as possible.
Making Estate Plans? Consider remembering St.
Joseph Parish, Belmont in your will.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Classes are held in the Parish Hall.
Please refer to schedule inside bulletin for days and times.
Christian Initiation for Adults and Children:
Rev. Richard E. St. Louis, Jr.. ................................................. 267-8174
Coordinator for Family and Youth Formation and Education:
Karen Ober .............................................................................. 286-9995

TELEPHONE LISTINGS
PARISH OFFICE (M-F 8:30-4:00 pm, Fridays of
......................... Summer months Office closes at 12 Noon)
Adrienne Mazzei, Secretary ............................................. 267-8174
Church Hall & Sacristy .................................................... 267-8648
Parish Ministries
Pastoral Council
Al Nix ................................................................... 524-6834
Finance Council
Don McLelland ..................................................... 267-8019
Parish Liturgical Ministries/Scheduling
Lucille Leroux ...................................................... 267-8105
Music Director
Jeanne Breton ........................................................ 524-8469

Sacristan
Janet Leroux ......................................................... 267-8105
Sexton
Thomas Gaffney ................................................... 267-8174
Cursillo/Ultreya
Lionel & Annette Maurier .................................... 279-4320
Separated/Divorced Support Group
Lauren LoPardo .................................................... 630-3855
Knights of Columbus
Robert R. Leroux, Council 10,943
Mark Messier ........................................................ 528-0585
Scripture Sharing
Martha Levesque .................................................. 267-6101
Community Assistance
St. Francis Nursing Home..................................... 524-0466
N.H. Catholic Charities ........................................ 528-3035
St. Vincent de Paul Society .................................. 524-5470
Catholic Schools
Bishop Brady High School ................................... 224-7418
Holy Trinity School .............................................. 524-3156
St. John Regional School ...................................... 225-3222

Answering Our Call To Discipleship

ST. JOSEPH PARISH

BELMONT

Sat, Dec 10 - Vigil of 3rd Sunday of Advent
4:30
Anne Cioffi by Carmine
Sunday, Dec 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Is 35: 1-6a, 10/Jas 5: 7-10/Mt 11: 2-11
9:30
Noel Picard by Yolande Weston AND
Rod Martoni by Fr. Rick
Monday, December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2: 14-17/Lk 1: 26-38
NO MASS

FOR THE WEEKEND OF
November 3-4, 2016
Your Offerings
Electronic Giving
Total
Building Fund

$4,415.00
$ 504.88
$4,919.88
$1,625.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Tuesday, December 13 - Saint Lucy
Zep 3: 1-2, 9-13/Mt 21: 28-32
8:00
Intentions of the Celebrant

Our Parish budget is based on expenses of $5,300.00 per week.
We rely on a number of revenue sources from which we draw,
but the primary source of income for the Parish is the weekly
Offertory, or the contributions from weekly Liturgies.

Wednesday, December 14 - Saint John of the Cross
Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7: 18b-23
6 pm Intentions of the Celebrant

In order to meet our budget expenses, we require AT LEAST
$4,300.00 in Offertory contributions per week.

Thursday, December 15 - Advent Weekday
Is 54: 1-10/Lk 7: 24-30
8 am
Rev. Roger Leroux by his nieces
Friday, December 16 - Advent Weekday
Is 56: 1-3a, 6-8/Jn 5: 33-36
NO MASS
Saturday, December 17 - Vigil of 4th Sunday of Advent
4:30
Intentions of the Celebrant
Sunday, December 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent
Is 7: 10-14/Rom 1: 1-7/Mt 1: 18-24
9:30
Joe & Elaine Moretto by Nelson & Theresa Rolfe AND
Deceased Cioffi/Galbo family & friends by Carmine

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests spent years working in
Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies-often for little pay.
Their sacrifices leave their religious communities without
adequate savings for retirement and eldercare.
Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious collection helps
provide prescription medications, nursing care, and more.
Please give to those who have given a lifetime.
This collection will be taken up the weekend of December 1011, 2016.
Please place your offering for the Retired Religious Fund in
the first collection.

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Music for the Liturgy
Gathering:

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

Save Us, O Lord
Music Issue #665

Psalm Response:
Lord, Come and Save Us
Psalm 146
Preparation of the Gifts: Beyond the Moon & Stars
Today’s Missal #28
Mass Responses: Mass of Creation
Holy
When We Eat this Bread
Amen
Lamb of God

#874
#875
#876
#877

Communion: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Today’s Missal #20
Closing: Ready the Way
Today’s Missal #44

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Thanks to your generosity the Capital Campaign is going very
well. We have collected $33,000 of the outstanding pledges, and
are closing in on reaching the total pledge goal of $200,000!
In the New Year a visual aid will be placed in the church and
updated weekly so everyone can view the progress of pledges
received.
Envelopes have been placed in the pews for those who are
making an ongoing commitment by check or cash. For those
who chose E-give, you will be contacted. Thanks again for all
the support!

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Jesus said to them in reply, "Go
and tell John what you hear and
see: the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the poor have
the good news proclaimed to
them."- Mt 11:4-5
"The poor have the good news proclaimed to them." Jesus caps his
catalogue of miracles with this unexpected statement. In the same
sentence where he reminds his listeners that he has cured the
blind, the lame, the deaf, the sick, and even raised the dead, Jesus
concludes by mentioning preaching the good news to the poor.
How did that make the list of supernatural cures? What's so
miraculous about good news?
Well, in this case, the news is that the Messiah has finally come, in
the most miraculous of ways, as the incarnate Son of God
conceived in the womb of a virgin. This is a message of spiritual
healing: he comes to "save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21).
The poor are not just those in physical poverty, but those whose
sins have impoverished their souls. This of course applies to us.
The poverty of our own sinfulness-of the alienation we create
between ourselves and God-can be overcome by the forgiveness
offered to us in Christ. Because of this, we have cause to rejoice!
On this Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are
encouraged to rejoice. We pause in this season of anticipation to
remember that, in truth, our hopes have already been fulfilled. God
has "visited and brought redemption to his people" (Lk 1:68). He
is among us, saving us even now! We need not look to the past to
witness Christ's astonishing acts. His work in our souls, right here
and now, is miracle enough.

RCIA QUIZ
Check your knowledge of RCIA
#56 – What do we call those who have
taken the first formal step into the RCIA
Process?
A. Newbies
B. Baptized
C. Catechumens
D. Neophytes
After an Inquiry Period, a candidate who
has a conversion away from sin and toward God’s love
celebrates the Rite of Acceptance and enters the Order of
Catechumens. As such, the person is part of the Christian
household, to be nourished by the Word of God and sustained
through liturgical celebrations. A catechumen who dies
receives a Christian burial. Answer: C.

If you, or someone you know, would like to learn more about
the process of becoming one with our faith community, please
contact Fr. Rick or the parish office at 267-8174, or attend a
scheduled RCIA session, usually on Monday at 7 PM.
Check the weekly activity listing at the back of the church
bulletin.

PLEASE NOTE
All Bulletin Board announcements need to be approved
by Father Rick prior to posting.
Please bring all announcements that you wish to place on
the Bulletin Board to the parish office for approval.

THE BEST ADVENT EVER 2016
GLUTEN INTOLERANT?
The Parish now provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance or celiac
disease. We have obtained special altar breads that are fully
certified for use at Mass by the United States Conferences of
Catholic Bishops, and laboratory tested to contain only .001%
gluten.
Please see our Sacristan about receiving communion using one of
these special hosts.

We prepare for everything we consider important in life,
and that includes Christmas. We shop for gifts, bake
cookies, decorate our trees, and visit family and friends until
we’re ready to drop. Best Advent Ever is a free email
program that will help you prepare for Christmas in a
different way.
Beginning the first Sunday of Advent (November 27)
and continuing every day until December 26, you’ll!receive
short inspirational videos, practical tips, or free Christmas
music that will help you slow down during the busy
Christmas season to focus on what’s really important in life.
Don’t miss the opportunity to make this your best
Advent (and Christmas) ever. Sign up today! It’s simple,
and the only cost is your commitment to live better each day
during Advent. Are you ready?
Sign up at dynamiccatholic.com

DECEMBER 11, 2016

Family & Youth Faith Formation &
Education

Classes for 1 – 8 & Confirmation are held on Sundays
from 8:00 am – 9:15 am.
Dec. 11 – grades 1 – 8 & Confirmation I
Dec. 18 – grades 1 – 8 & Conf. I & II
Dec. 25 – No Class- Merry Christmas

Reverse Advent Baskets – in the
parish hall to collect personal hygiene
items for the food pantry!
Thank you to all who have donated much needed items.

Holiday Events and Activities for
Families and Teens!
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Sunday, December 11
8:00 am
Faith Formation, Grades 1 – 8 &
Confirmation I
9:30 am
MASS (church)
Monday, December 12
6:00 am
Men’s Morning Prayer (church)
NO MASS
7 pm
Choir (Church)
Tuesday, December 13
8 am
MASS (church)
Wednesday, December 14
6 pm
MASS (church)
Thursday, December 15
6:00 am
Men’s Morning Prayer (church)
8 am
MASS (church)
Friday, December 16
NO MASS
Saturday, December 17
4:30 pm
MASS (church)

KEEPING THINGS NEAT AND TIDY AT THE CHURCH
For those who volunteer in the Parish Hall and the Kitchen, would
you please be so kind as to remove the accumulated trash from
your events as soon as possible. This includes Bereavement
luncheons and coffee and donuts.
If you wish to recycle the boxes, please remove them from the
kitchen and hall areas and dispose of them off site.
Please do not store the trash in the boiler room. Thank you for
helping keep things neat.

2016 CHRISTMAS
ILLUMINATIONS
The Christmas light displays and
programs are now open at
LaSalette Shrine in Enfield.
Lights are on nightly from
5:00 PM to 9:00 PM through
December
31
Visit
www.lasaletteofenfield.org for
more information and the
schedule of events.

Saint Joseph Parish
If you took a star or two from the
Giving Tree, Thank You! Please
note, however, that it is absolutely
critical that all Giving Tree gifts are
brought
to
Church
THIS
WEEKEND. Gifts that miss this
deadline cannot be delivered to the
proper
recipient,
resulting
in
disappointments all around.
Please remember that for security reasons, your gifts no
longer need to be wrapped. Items need to be placed in a
plastic or paper bag with the star stapled to it.
We are indebted to Rachelle Ashey and her crew of elves
who help us with the Giving Tree at Advent time!
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“The desert and the parched land will exult; the
steppe will rejoice and bloom.” As we await the
coming of the Lord, let us rejoice and encourage our
marriages to bloom by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME
Weekends are Jan 20-22, 2017 in Duxbury, MA and
Mar 17-19, 2017 in South Kingstown, RI. For more
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at
800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Overeaters Anonymous (OA) is a fellowship of
individuals who through shared experience, strength, and
hope are recovering from compulsive overeating. We
welcome everyone who wants to stop eating
compulsively. Weekly meetings are held at St. Joseph
Church in Belmont on Wednesdays, beginning at 5:30
PM. Contact the Parish Office at 267-8174 for more
information.
DIOCESAN CAMPS

December 11, 2016
MASS INTENTIONS
Did you know that dates for Mass
Intentions are now available for 2017? We
gather at the Eucharist to pray for anyone,
living or deceased.
If you would like to request a Mass for a
particular intention such as thanksgiving for a new birth,
healing for a sick friend or family member, or for a deceased
loved one or friend, please call the Parish Office at 267-8174.
Suggested donation is $10.00 per Mass
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH THROUGH
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Now you can use your credit card or electronic check to
support the mission of Saint Joseph Parish in Belmont.
Using electronic giving is easy to do. Go to our website
stjosephbelmont.org and click on the Giving button.
In a few minutes you can be sure that your gift will work
every day of the year to help our parish

Medicare Part D
The annual enrollment period for Medicare Advantage and
prescription drug benefit plans starts Saturday, October 15,
and the deadline for enrollment is Dec. 7.
Seniors needing to or wishing to change their plans can
contact Servicelink or Leonard Campbell at NH Catholic
Charities, 528-3035 for questions.
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES FOR 2017
Church Offertory envelopes for 2017 are now available for
pick in the parish hall.
Anyone wanting to begin to use the Church envelope system
for contributions, will be able to sign up at that time.

HOSPITAL VISITATION

Camp Fatima for boys and Camp
Bernadette for girls are now
accepting online registrations for
the 2017 summer season. The
camps, located in the Lakes Region
of NH, offer 2-week overnight
sessions for children, ages 6-15.

If you or someone you know is in the
hospital and wants to receive a visit,
please contact the Parish Office at
267-8174 and let us know your room
number.

For more information or to request a brochure and DVD,
contact Michael Drumm at 603-364-5851 or email
mdrumm@campsfatimabernadette.org. You can also visit us
on the web at www.campsfatimabernadette.org

Because of Federal Privacy laws, the
Parish is not made aware of any
hospital admissions and therefore
cannot get any information from the
hospital in order for a priest to visit
you.

Saint Joseph Parish

December 11, 2016

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR THE VOLUNTEER
INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (VITA)!
The Laconia VITA site needs Intake Specialists and Tax
Preparers for the 2017 Tax preparation time.
Low and
moderate-income individuals and families avoid costly tax
preparation fees and claim helpful tax credits with this service.
Intake Specialists greet tax filers, conduct an intake review to
make sure all documents are present for a complete and
accurate tax return, and offer resources for other financial
needs filers may have.
Tax Preparers need not have previous tax or finance
experience, just computer aptitude and willingness to learn.
Training and software are provided.
To volunteer please contact Cathy Dumais, Laconia VITA Site
Coordinator, at cdumais@metrocast.net or 603-455-3142 OR
Bridget Noga, VITA Program Manager, at 603-625-6939 x
126 or bridget.dignan@graniteuw.org.
RETROUVAILLE…..A LIFELINE
Rediscover a loving marriage with a
Retrouvaille weekend. If your marriage is
tearing the two of you apart, if there is
little or no meaningful communication, if
you are considering separation or divorce,
we believe Retrouvaille can help you. For
more
information
visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.com,
or call 1-800-470-2230.

COMMUNION UNDER BOTH SPECIES
Dear Parishioners,
Bishop Libasci is suspending the reception of the Precious
Blood through Holy Thursday. The reason for this is twofold.
1.

Concern as we approach the Flu Season.

2.

A Better appreciation of the Eucharist.

During this time the Bishop will be providing a renewed
catechesis on the Eucharist known as “concomitance” (that
when one receives communion under either species they
receive the fullness of the Body and Blood of Christ as they
are present as one under either form).
The Bishop’s office will be providing further teaching on this
during the season of Lent.
If for some reason someone is not able to receive the host,
please let us know before Mass so that we may consecrate
additional precious blood for you.
Thank you for your understanding, Fr. Rick

CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Knights of Columbus would like to thank all those
who made the Christmas Party such a success by
helping organize it or by attending it. Thanks for such a
good turnout and for the many delicious Pot Luck
contributions. It appears all enjoyed the food,
fellowship, singing and visit from Santa. We are
hopeful we have started a new tradition for the Parish
and hope even more will attend next year. If you have
any ideas for improving the party, please let us know.

JUBILEE ENDS – MERCY DOESN’T
At our December meeting, Council Lecturer Don
Roberts gave his final presentation on the Jubilee Year,
“Jubilee Ends – Mercy Doesn’t.” It was based on Pope
Francis’ homily and Apostolic Letter at the closing of
the Holy Year, and included many quotes from both.
The handout for this session is on the K of C Bulletin
Board in the Church Hall and also on our website
(belmontknights.org). The homepage has a link to the
latest handout and you can find the complete series in
the “Newsletter Library” section. We invite all our
parishioners to share in this and many other faithoriented resources on our website.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Donations are gratefully accepted to help
defray the cost of Christmas flowers. One
can make a donation or memorial offering by
using the envelopes found at the end of the
pews, or by enclosing an envelope marked
“Christmas Flowers” in the regular offering.
A list of names of donors and memorials will be published in
the Christmas edition of the bulletin.
THINKING ABOUT REMARRIAGE?
“Thinking about Remarriage” is a daylong program for
couples (where one or both were previously married) who are
thinking about marriage or who are engaged to be married.
Sponsored by the Diocese of Manchester, and presented by a
Catholic priest and couples who have remarried, this program
helps couples take an in-depth look at and discuss major issues
related to remarriage. This program will be held on Saturday,
January 21, 2017 at St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Center in
Bedford from 9 am to 4 pm.
To register or for more information, please contact the Office
of Marriage Ministry (603) 669-3100, Ext. 173.

St. Joseph’s Youth Group
Wants you to join other teens for an

Information
Night
Saturday December 17
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
How can you turn down
FREE FOOD!?
Join us to get to know one another and talk
about what Youth Group is all about!

American Eyecare

InFocus Eyecare

Fred McDonald
NH Registered Optician
!"#$%&'()*&+
Ph: 603-527-1100
F: 603-528-2021
www.eyecarenh.com

An Eye on the Future
Scott Krauchunas, O.D., Ph.D.

524-4144
WATER
STREET

Corner of
Fair & Water Streets

Ph: 603.527.2035 • F: 603.528.2021
Email:
infocuseyecare@hotmail.com
www.infocuseyecarenh.com

Downtown Laconia’s Best
Breakfast Lunch Dinner

InFocus Vision & Therapy Center

open 7 days

320 Daniel Webster Hwy. - Belmont, NH 03220

STAFFORD
OIL COMPANY
Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation & Service

524-1480
www.StaffordOil.com
Since 1928
24/7 Service

SOUTH ROAD CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION
Our Mission...Respect & Care
Burial Lots Available
Call Tim Hayes 387-6743

Laconia
Monument Company

PATRICK MOYNIHAN

Next to Union Cemetery

150 Academy St., Laconia, NH 03246
ROBERT J. DuBOIS
FRANK SHAW

REALTOR®
patrickmoynihan@masiello.com
603.520.0498 Mobile
!"#$%&!$#"'"()*+$%,&-.,((/01)

603-524-4675
www.laconiamonumentcompany.com

800-654-6043
ALL METALS
Your Complete Metal Service Center
Coated Products-Stainless Steel
Carbon Steel-Aluminum

BACK DOOR FARM TIM BULLOCK
Honey and Maple
Products
Sanbornton, NH

286-9995

backdoorfarm@aol.com

5HPRGHOLQJ

!"##$%&''()* | Decks | Kitchens
Baths | Windows | !+,+)*

AND SONS

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Belmont, N.H.

25 Years Experience

1-800-649-6732

ATTORNEY ALVIN E. NIX, JR., PC Whittemores Florist & Greenhouse
Flowers • Plants • Gifts
Estate Planner – Wills – Trusts
Advanced Medical Directives
Real Estate – Corporate – Business

aen@nixlawyers.com
261 S. Main Street, Laconia

524-6834

Kristine Roberts, Owner
618 Main Street
Laconia, NH 03246

603-524-5420

www.whittemoreflorist.com
Mention Ad 5% OFF
Pre-ordered Arrangements

SLA2012

Quality Service & Repairs For Your Foreign or Domestic Car

BELKNAP eurasian autoworks ltd
LANDSCAPE CO. INC.
Front End Alignment Specialists

Auto - Home - Commercial

TREE AND CRANE SERVICE

(603) 524-0407
166 South Main St.
Laconia, NH 03246

3LQH*DUGHQV0DQXIDFWXUHG+RPHV
Sales and Park

WHYNOT REALTY
Your Local Full Service Real Estate Company

Belmont NH
Office: 603-267-8182
pinegardens@myfairpoint.net

Here in Belmont | 603-267-6793
Ask for Arline

whynotrealty@metrocast.net

ASE Certified

Rick Perreault

CALL US TODAY! / 603-528-2798

629 West Main St. (Across from Smitty’s Plaza), Tilton, NH

25 Country Club Road, Gilford, NH 03249

603-286-8633

Corporate Office
780 N Main St
Laconia, NH 03246
O: 603-524-8444
F: 603-527-1821

Wolfeboro Branch
PO Box 1620
Wolfeboro, NH 03894
O: 603-569-2729
F: 603-569-2409

“Promoting dignity, independence, and well-being through the delivery
of quality home health, hospice and community-based care services.”

“We Cater to Cowards”

Belmont Dental
Family Center

Contact Patricia Foley to place an ad today!
pfoley@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6396

Fredrick M. Vega
DDS P.C. and Associates

24 Corporate Drive
Belmont, NH 03220

689 Gilford Ave.
Gilford, NH 03249
603-528-4152

603.524.2224

Donna Lang-Rice, PT, DPT, Cert. MDT
Mitchelle Doyon, PT, DPT, ATC • Jonathan Lian, PT, DPT
Maria Dalton, PTA • Jody Krajcik, PTA

www.wecater2cowards.com

www.gilfordphysicaltherapy.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Roberts Laundromat
891 Union Ave., Laconia, NH • 603-528-4472
Roberts Laundromat & Car Wash
154 Daniel Webster Hwy., Belmont, NH • 603-524-2684

WE CARE FOR YOU… AT HOME
CALL US AT 603-934-3454
75 Chestnut St., Franklin, NH 03235

www.vnafnh.org
St. Joseph, Belmont, NH
03-0858

R o b e r t s l a u n d r y. c o m

