Parish Community of

Saint Joseph
VERY REVEREND MARC B. DROUIN, V.F. , PASTOR
P.O. BOX 285, BELMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03220
(603) 267-8174 Fax (603) 267-1170
stjoebel@metrocast.net
Saint Joseph Parish Website Address: http://www.stjosephbelmont.org/
Mission Statement - Ours is a faith community which is welcoming, family oriented, and spiritually vital. We seek to provide each person with the opportunity to experience spiritual growth by developing a deeply personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and to serve the community by making present the person of Jesus and his Gospel message. We seek to attract others
to enter into our parish family by rejoicing in the resurrection and living what we profess to believe.

Anointing of the Sick: Arrangements can be made to
celebrate this Sacrament at any time by contacting the
Parish Office.

Eucharistic Liturgy Schedule:
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Weekdays: No Daily Masses scheduled at this time.
Holy Days: 6:00 p.m.

Baptisms: The Sacrament of Baptism is typically celebrated at
Sunday Liturgy. Parents attend a Baptismal catechesis session
prior to scheduling. Contact the Parish Office for details.
Marriages: Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
prior to scheduling any date. Diocesan policies require at least
six months preparation time before Marriage is celebrated.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Ministry to Homebound and Hospitalized: Kindly
notify the Parish Office when anyone cannot attend
Mass so we can visit or bring Holy Eucharist.
New parishioners:
We welcome you to Saint Joseph Parish!
Registration forms are available at the Church entrance
or at the Parish Office, which is located at 6 High
Street in Belmont. Please register as soon as possible.
Making Estate Plans? Consider remembering St.
Joseph Parish, Belmont in your will.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Classes are held in the Parish Hall.
Please refer to schedule inside bulletin for days and times.
Christian Initiation for Adults and Children:
Very Rev. Marc B. Drouin, V.F... ........................................... 267-8174
Coordinator for Family and Youth Formation and Education:
Karen Ober .............................................................................. 286-9995

TELEPHONE LISTINGS
PARISH OFFICE (M-Th 8:30 am to 4 pm) Closed on Fridays
Adrienne Mazzei, Secretary ............................................. 267-8174
Church Hall & Sacristy .................................................... 267-8648
Parish Ministries
Pastoral Council
Al Nix

……………………………. ……524-68344
-6834

Finance Council
Don McLelland .................................................... 267-8019
Parish Liturgical Ministries/Scheduling
Lucille Leroux ...................................................... 267-8105
Music Director
Jeanne Breton ........................................................ 524-8469

Sacristan
Janet Leroux ......................................................... 267-8105
Sexton
.............................................................................. 267-8174
Cursillo/Ultreya
Lionel & Annette Maurier .................................... 279-4320
Separated/Divorced Support Group
Ginny Timmons .................................................... 581-9559
Knights of Columbus
Robert R. Leroux, Council 10,943
Robert Chapman ................................................... 630-0874
Scripture Sharing
Martha Levesque .................................................. 267-6101
Community Assistance
St. Francis Nursing Home..................................... 524-0466
N.H. Catholic Charities ........................................ 528-3035
St. Vincent de Paul Society .................................. 524-5470
Catholic Schools
Bishop Brady High School ................................... 224-7418
Holy Trinity School .............................................. 524-3156
St. John Regional School ...................................... 225-3222

Answering Our Call To Discipleship

ST. JOSEPH PARISH

BELMONT

Sat, May 5 - Vigil of 6th Sunday of Easter
4:30
Cliff Stockwell by Martha; George &
Elsie Clairmont by family and Wanda
Jordan by Aimee Gendron
Sunday, May 6 - 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4: 7-10/Jn 15: 9-17

9:30
Anne Cioffi by Carmine & Armand
Bolduc by cousins
Monday, May 7 - Easter Weekday
Acts 16: 11-15/Jn 15: 26--16: 4a
NO MASS

FOR THE WEEKEND OF
April 28-29, 2018
Your Offerings
Vanco Electronic Giving

$2,876.00
598.06

The Parish Budget requires weekly offertory
income of $5,300 per week. In the past, we
have been able to offset that requirement by drawing on other
revenue resources i.e. Christmas Fair, 300 Club, Bake Sales,
Yard/Tag sales, etc.
As a parish, all expenses should be paid by the offertory income
and not by fundraisers. Fundraisers should be used for savings
and incidentals that arise that are not budgeted. I would like to
encourage everyone to prayerfully consider increasing their
offertory pledge in thanksgiving to God for all that God has done
for you, through the gift of his son Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, May 8 - Easter Weekday
Acts 16: 22-34/Jn 16: 5-11
NO MASS
Wednesday, May 9 - Easter Weekday
Acts 17: 15, 20--18: 1/Jn 16: 12-15
NO MASS
Thursday, May 10 - Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1: 1-11/Eph 1: 17-23/Mk 16: 15-20
6 PM Shirley Sabon by her family
Friday, May 11 - Easter Weekday
Acts 18: 9-18/Jn 16: 20-23
NO MASS

Thank you for your generosity and continued dedication to our
Parish.
God Bless, Fr. Marc

Saturday, May 12 - Vigil of 7th Sunday of Easter
4:30
Paul Levesque by Martha

We will take up our monthly offering for the
BUILDING
AND
MAINTENANCE
FUND as a second collection this weekend
May 5-6, 2018.

Sunday, May 13 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1: 15-17, 20a, 20c-26/1 Jn 4: 11-16/Jn 17: 11b-19
9:30
Deceased members of the Cioffi/Galbo family by
Carmine

Your generosity assists the Parish with the
costs associated with the upkeep and maintenance of the Church, and with special projects within the Church.
Thank you for your generosity!

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Music for the Liturgy
Gathering:
Immaculate Mary

#198
#918

Glory to God
Psalm Response:

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving pow’r

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN
On the weekend of May 12-13, our Diocese will take up the
collection for the Catholic Communications Campaign. This
collection supports the USCCB’s efforts to communicate the
Gospel through Catholic social media activities, podcasts,
television, radio, and print media. Half of all proceeds remain in
our diocese to support catholicnh.org, Parable magazine, eNews
and Catholic Citizenship News, and other communications
efforts. For more information, please visit catholicnh.org/
media.

Preparation of the Gifts: We Have been Told
#498
Mass Responses: Mass of Spirit and Grace
Holy
#931
When We Eat this Bread #933
Amen
#935
Lamb of God
#936
Communion: Spirit and Grace
#347
Closing:

ASCENSION THURSDAY
Thursday, May 10 is the Solemnity of the
Ascension of the Lord, a Holy Day of
Obligation for all Catholics. This means
that all Catholics are called to participate
in the Eucharist as we give thanks to God
for the ministry of Jesus and as the Church
prays for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

We Are Called
#617

Mass will be celebrated on Thursday, May 10 at 6 pm.

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
"If you keep my commandments,
you will remain in my love, just as I
have
kept
my
Father's
commandments and remain in his
love. I have told you this so that my
joy may be in you and your joy
might be complete." - Jn 15:10-11
"I have called you friends." Authentic friendship can seem hard to
come by these days, especially in our transient society. We move
away from family, change jobs, switch parishes, and end up in
entirely new places with entirely new people. When we look for
new friends, we all have different qualities we're looking for.
While we may think of certain standards of behavior necessary to
be a "good" friend, we would hardly refer to them as rules or
"commandments."
In fact, if a friendship or romantic relationship-new or oldbecomes characterized by imposed obligations, we would rightly
be suspicious. Friendships, we understand, ought to be
characterized by freedom. We love the person, even sacrifice for
them at times because, within ourselves, we want to maintain the
friendship. So why does Jesus use the language of command as he
calls the Apostles his friends? "You are my friends if you do what
I command you."
Jesus is radically transforming the concept of commandment. In
the Jewish heritage of the Apostles, they would hear the word
"command" and immediately think of the strict Levitical law and
distance from God. In introducing the language of friendship,
Jesus ties "commandment" to inner freedom of heart. The
disciples have this freedom precisely because they know "what
[the] Master is doing." Jesus has invited his followers into
intimate friendship all along. He shares openly with them. He has
patience with their flaws. He isn't scandalized by their failures. He
celebrates their successes. We, too, have been called by love and
invited into a relationship with Jesus. It is you and I that Jesus
chooses and appoints. He does so personally, not from a distant
mountain shrouded in clouds. This "new commandment" to "love
one another" is received around the shared table in the breaking of
the bread.

Vacation Bible School is Coming
Soon! Saint Andre Bessette
Parish is extending an invitation
to the children of Saint Joseph in
Belmont to join them for
Vacation Bible School 2018
Shipwrecked
Rescued By Jesus!
This year's Vacation Bible School will be held June 25-29,
from 8:45 A.M.-12 P.M at Saint Andre Bessette Parish in
Laconia. The cost is $30 per child or $60 per family.
Register online at www.standrebessette.org or pick up a
registration form at the back of the church in Belmont.
Register by May 15 and get a free Shipwrecked CD! Have
any questions or interested in making a donation? Contact
Wesley Becklo at wesley.becklo@gmail.com or at 603-5249609 ext. 25!

LAST CALL!!
CALLING ALL TEENS
IN GRADES 9 - 12!
STEUBENVILLE EAST CONFERENCE

REVEALED
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JULY 13 – 15, 2018

Deposits are due May 15!
Please contact: Karen Ober 286-9995
or Megan Pyra 286-9691. SOON!

SAINT JOSEPH
FOOD PANTRY
Thanks to the generosity of the Parish and the local community, the
Saint Joseph Food Pantry is currently
well stocked with nonperishable
foods for a while, with the exception
of peanut butter and canned meat
products.
We are currently in great need of shampoo, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and other personal care products. We also
welcome donations of laundry detergent, fabric softener
sheets, paper towels and all household-cleaning supplies.
Thank you for your generous support of the Saint Joseph
Food Pantry.

RESTROOM BREAKS DURING MASS
ATTENTION PARENTS
Would you please be sure to accompany your young
children when they need to use the restroom during Mass.
This is for their safety and your peace of mind.
Thank you for your assistance.

MAY 6, 2018

Family & Youth
Faith Formation &
Education
Faith Formation 2017 – 2018
Congratulations to
Lucas Duggan, Calleigh Mazzei,
Amelia Smith
May you remain ever close to Jesus and
receive Him often!
+-------------+
Grade 1 – 8 Students & Parents
Next session
May 6 - 10:30 – 12:00
Mass – May Crowning- Breakfast Class & Fall Registration
Questions? contact Karen Ober, coordinator
267-8174, 286-9995 or krober0123@gmail.com

MAY 6 – 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER –
LOVE ONE ANOTHER!
Question from Life –
Whose friendship is life-giving for you?
Question from the GospelHow do you experience the Spirit at work in your discomforts
with the Church today?

MAY 6, 2018

Sunday, May 6
9:30 am
MASS (Church)
Monday, May 7
NO MASS
Choir (Church)

7:00 pm
Tuesday, May 8

NO MASS
RCIA (hall)

7:00 pm

Wednesday, May 9
6:30 am
Men’s Morning Prayer (church)
NO MASS
Thursday, May 10
NO MASS
Friday, May 11
NO MASS
Saturday, May 12
4:30 pm
MASS (Church)

SAVE THE DATE
A gentle reminder for you to save
your new or gently used items for
our Annual Parish yard Sale, which
will be held on Friday, June 29, from
5 to 7 pm and
Saturday, June 30 from 8 am to Noon.
More information about collection dates will be
forthcoming.
In the meantime, please save the date!!

A floral arrangement placed in front of
the altar for the Sunday Liturgy can be
purchased for an offering of $50, with
an accompanying
announcement in the weekly bulletin.
Availability is limited to the Liturgical
calendar. Offerings can be reserved on
a first come basis by contacting the
Parish Office at 267-8174

Saint Joseph Parish
RETROUVAILLE…..A LIFELINE
Rediscover a loving marriage with a Retrouvaille weekend. If
your marriage is tearing the two of you apart, if there is little
or no meaningful communication, if you are considering
separation or divorce, we believe Retrouvaille can help you.
For more information visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com,
or call 1-800-470-2230.

May 6, 2018
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Thank you for your generosity to
Catholic Charities, if you haven’t
had a chance to give, there are
envelopes available in the pews.
Your gift feeds the hungry, clothes the poor and provides care
to those who are ill.
Thank you for your generous support!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

KEEPING THINGS NEAT AND TIDY AT THE CHURCH

Thank you to all who have pledged and are making our
campaign a success.

For those who volunteer in the Parish Hall and the
Kitchen, would you please be so kind as to remove the
accumulated trash from your events as soon as possible.
This includes Bereavement luncheons and coffee and
donuts.

VANCO ELECTRONIC GIVING NEWS

If you wish to recycle the boxes, please remove them from
the kitchen and hall areas and dispose of them off site.

The current total of pledges collected is $138,107!

AND THE GOOD NEWS IS…For those who use the Vanco
Electronic Giving program, you are now able to log in to your
account with Vanco and make donations for all the special
second collections taken throughout the year, as well as,
donations to the Building Fund and Food Pantry. You may
still continue to make electronic donations for Offertory and
the Capital Campaign.
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office.

SPRING SCRIPTURE SHARING
Our Spring Scripture session on
David the King, has begun. It is
being held on Wednesdays, about 7
pm & Thursdays, about 9 am.
It is a 6 week DVD and discussion
study and it very interesting.
All are invited. For more information, please call
Martha at 267-6101.

Please do not store the trash in the boiler room. Thank
you for helping keep things neat.

DIVORCED & SEPARATED SUPPORT
GROUP
An ongoing support group for separated and
divorced persons will meet on Saturday,
June 9 at 2 pm in the Saint Joseph Parish
Hall. For more information, please contact
Ginny Timmons at 581-9559. All are
welcome
Confidentiality, compassion and shared learning are
components of the group’s meetings. A free lending library is
also available in the St. Michael Room of the Parish Hall.

HOSPITAL VISITATION
If you or someone you know is in the
hospital and wants to receive a visit,
please contact the Parish Office at 2678174 and let us know your room
number.
Because of Federal Privacy laws, the
Parish is not made aware of any
hospital admissions and therefore
cannot get any information from the
hospital in order for a priest to visit
you.

Saint Joseph Parish

May 6, 2018

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“This I command you: love one another.” Learn how to love
your spouse as Christ asks by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are May 19-20,
2018 in WARNER, NH and Jun 9-10, 2018 in Medway, MA.
For more information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at
800-710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR WEEKEND
Join us the weekend of May 11-13 for a wonderful time of
renewal, empowerment and joy of the Holy Spirit! This
weekend seminar will help deepen or establish a relationship
with Jesus, empower and renew the sacramental graces of
Baptism and Confirmation, and provide an opportunity to
experience the life-changing love of God! The Seminar will
be held at St. Matthew Church, Plymouth. For more
information or to register call Peter and Kathy Drexel at 5367580, or Jackie Morganti at 332-3576.
Also, this is Mother's Day weekend. ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR A SPECIAL GIFT FOR MOM? HOW ABOUT THE
GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT! And nothing would make
mom happier than to have YOU attend with her! Make this a
special time for family, and for mom!

Cost of the weekend is $25 and includes all light meals and
supplies needed for the weekend.
"Oh the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God!" Rom. 11:33

GLUTEN INTOLERANT?
The Parish now provides an option for receiving Holy
Communion for anyone suffering from gluten intolerance
or celiac disease. We have obtained special altar
breads that are fully certified for use at Mass by the
United States Conferences of Catholic Bishops, and
laboratory tested to contain only .001% gluten. Please
see our Sacristan about receiving communion using one
of these special hosts.

A New Marian Feast
At our May meeting, Council Lecturer Don Roberts explained
the background and significance of the new feast of Mary,
Mother of the Church, that will be observed this month. The
session’s handout is on the K of C Bulletin Board in the
Church Hall and also on our website (belmontknights.org).
The homepage has a link to the latest handout and you can
find previous topics in the “Newsletter Library” section.
We invite all our parishioners to share in this and many other
faith-oriented resources on our website.
One of the most compassionate and
hospitable things we do as a
community is to host families who
have experienced the death of a loved
one. Breakfast or lunch is available in
the Parish Hall following the Funeral
Liturgy.
We are looking for Volunteers to CONTRIBUTE FOOD
items, (salads, sandwiches, or finger desserts).
We are also looking for HELPERS to make sure things are
set-up (place tablecloths and placemats, arrange food on
platters, place food on buffet tables, etc.) and made ready
for families, and to help clean things up after.
We all work as a team, so helpers are called on to serve in
a particular sequence that spreads out the work and time
commitment.
If you would like to volunteer for the Bereavement
Ministry, please call the Parish Office at 267-8174
MASS INTENTIONS

LOW AND MODERATE
HOMEOWNER’S PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
Single homeowners earning less than $20,000 or married or
head of households earning less than $40,000 are eligible for
DP-8 property tax relief after May 1 and before June 30.
Forms may not be sent automatically this year. Please contact
Leonard Campbell, 528-3035 for more information or to
receive
a
form
or
go
to
https://www.revenue.nh.gov/forms/low-moderate.htm

Did you know that dates for Mass Intentions are
now available for 2018 and 2019? We gather at
the Eucharist to pray for anyone, living or
deceased.
If you would like to request a Mass for a particular intention
such as thanksgiving for a new birth, healing for a sick friend
or family member, or for a deceased loved one or friend,
please call the Parish Office at 267-8174. Suggested donation
is $10.00 per Mass.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Love
O God,
you are the source of all love
and we joyfully lift our voices in song
to give you praise for the gift of
your Son, Jesus,
who gave his life so that we might live.
Help us turn away from the slavery
of sin
and embrace your Word,
who calls us to love one another.
Grant that, with hearts filled
with compassion,
we may courageously lay aside
our needs
and work to promote peace and justice
throughout the world.
Keep us faithful to our
baptismal covenant
so that we may reveal your saving power
and be found on that final day praising
your blessed name.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 6, 2018
Love One Another
Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:25 – 26, 34 – 35,
44 – 48; Psalm 98:1, 2 – 3 3 – 4; 1 John 4:7–10; John 15:9 –17.
John’s first letter reminds us once again, in these final days
of the Easter season, that God sent his only Son to save us
from death. The theme of love permeates today’s readings.
As is shown in these readings, love requires much more than
warm and fuzzy feelings. In death, Christ shows us love. His
suffering, death, and Resurrection remind us that love of
God and for our neighbors does require, that we set aside
those things that hinder us from knowing God. When we
open ourselves to God, we are filled with love and love cannot be contained. God’s love overflows and yearns to be
shared. Because God’s love is so great, it is easy for us to

sing the words to Psalm 98. Joined with all of creation, we
joyfully sing of God’s salvation.
In the Gospel, Jesus commands that we love as he
loves, which means we must take the cross seriously. Jesus
laid down his life so that we might have life. He went about
healing the sick and listening to those on the margins. This
is what Jesus teaches us about love, and if we are his followers, we must lay down our life for our neighbors and be willing to risk everything for God’s Kingdom.
It is not always easy to love. This week, pray with
the Gospel and be attentive to the command, “love one
another.” Consider hosting a meal for friends and family to
show your love.

This Week at Home
Monday, May 7
St. Lydia

The First Reading tells of the conversion of Lydia. She was
a dealer of purple cloth, which was expensive. She encounters Paul and Timothy outside the city gates and by God’s
grace, her heart was opened to receive the Good News. This
encounter with the Word moved her to receive Baptism along
with her household. The hospitality she provides is the same
care we are called to offer our neighbors. Spend fifteen minutes listening to the Lord in silence today. Today’s Readings:
Acts 16:11–15; Psalm 149:1b – 2, 3 – 4, 5 – 6a and 9b; John
15:26 — 16:4a.

Tuesday, May 8
The Jailer

The reading from Acts provides another account of conversion. After an earthquake opened the door of the cell, the
jailer was amazed that the prisoners remained. What moved
the jailer to seek the Lord? When the Word of God resonates
in our hearts, it shakes with joy and yearns to be in communion with the living God. Paul and Silas teach that belief in
God saves. Do you experience daily conversion? Today, pray
for those imprisoned in any way. Today’s Readings: Acts
16:22 – 34; Psalm 138:1– 2ab, 2cde – 3, 7c – 8; John 16:5 –11.

Wednesday, May 9
Mighty and Strong

Is your heart alive with the joy of the Resurrection? Today’s
Psalm places upon our lips words of praise. Recall the Easter
Vigil and the signs and symbols. Christ has truly conquered
sin and death, and by his Resurrection, restored all life. We
have much to be grateful for and much to share. Join with all
of creation and sing your praise to God, who is mighty and
strong. How can you spend time expressing praise? Can you
do this through drawing, baking, gardening, poetry, or writing in your journal? Today’s Readings: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1;
Psalm 148:1– 2, 11–12, 13, 14; John 16:12 –15.

Thursday, May 10
The Ascension of the Lord

Imagine yourself at the Ascension. What do you see? What
do you hear? Are you eager to go into the world to make
disciples? Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7,
8 – 9; Ephesians 1:17– 23 or 4:1–13 or 4:1–7, 11–13; Mark
16:15 – 20.

Thursday of the Sixth Week of Easter

The First Reading introduces us to a married missionary
couple: Aquila and Priscilla, who lived and worked with
Paul. The little we know about the couple tells us they were
strong pillars in their community and great teachers of the
faith. Today, pray for all catechists. Today’s Readings: Acts
18:1– 8; Psalm 98:1, 2 – 3ab, 3cd – 4; John 16:16 – 20.

Friday, May 11
Shake with Joy

A line in the Exsultet, the proclamation the deacon sings
at the Easter Vigil, states, “let his holy building shake with
joy, filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.” These
words are so vivid they nearly bring about a tangible vision.
The joy of Christ’s triumph over death fills the whole Church
and should “shake” our hearts with joy. Allow the love of
Christ to capture your being. Today’s Readings: Acts
18:9 –18; Psalm 47:2 – 3, 4 – 5, 6 –7; John 16:20 – 23.

Saturday, May 12
Sing

Knowing that God loves you and fills you with joy, lift your
voice in song as you sing (even make up a melody) Psalm 47
for your prayer. Today’s Readings: Acts 18:23 – 28; Psalm
47:2 – 3, 8 – 9, 10; John 16:23b – 28.
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